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It is your trust in me and your interest in Chinese customs
that urge me to write back to you so soon.

It is for the purpose of giving you a brief introduction about
Chinese culture concerning gifts and table manners that I’ m writ-
ing to you.
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It is your punctual arrival on time that matters.

It is being a few minutes late that will give your friend more
time to get ready.

As for the time of arrival, it is your punctuality that indicates
your good manners and respect for others.

It is your punctual appearance at the appointed time that will
leave your friend adequate time to make preparations.

It is your early arrival that will leave your friend unprepared,
which is not advocated.
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The gift itself may be small, but it is the goodwill it conveys
that counts.

It is small and inexpensive gifts such as fruits, milk and
children’s toys that are recommended.

It is fresh fruits and flowers which are not so expensive that
are especially well received.

It is toys and candies that are most suitable if your friend has
children.

It is the local agricultural products of your hometown in New

Zealand that are most proper in such a case.
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It is talking and laughing loudly while eating that is always
forbidden.

It is the noise caused while chewing or enjoying food that is
considered most impolite.

If you have dinner in a restaurant, it is your host friend who
should order the dishes.

It is your praise for your host’s cooking skill and hospitality
that will make him happier with a sense of achievement.

It is your enjoying the foods prepared by your friend that will
make your friend more delighted.
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DearTerry,

I am Li Hua. I am writing to inform you of the Chinese cus-
toms concerning not only the right arrival time and suitable gifts
but also proper table manners in family visiting.

Personally speaking, you should arrive at your friend’s home
on time, for it is your punctual presence that will keep everything
going as scheduled. As for the gifts, you can take some inexpen-
sive fresh fruits or flowers. Native local products from your home-
land are more appropriate. Talking of table manners, you are
kindly reminded that you can never stick your chopsticks in your
food or point them at others. Besides, noises in chewing food or
talking loudly while dining are considered impolite. Lastly, only
by praising your host for his cooking skills and saying thanks for
his warm reception can you make him more delighted.

Hope my introduction will be helpful and look forward to
your pleasant visit.

Yours,
Li Hua
TR BINE
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